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Since January, our network 
scored many defensive wins 
for our public schools. Because 
of YOUR calls, emails, RTS, 
and meetings with lawmakers, 
powerful national interests failed 
to push six (!) ESA voucher 
expansion bills through our 
legislature. Since irresponsible 
and unnecessary ESA voucher 
expansion is the issue we formed 
around, we’re particularly proud 
of this achievement. Read on to 
find out where the rest of the bills 
we tracked this year ended up.

In terms of the big task of 
setting an annual state budget, 
the Legislature had a huge 
opportunity to really move the 
needle for education this session. 
While some high-need areas got 
a significant bump, the overall 
education budget gains are 
modest in comparison to schools’ 
needs and will do little to move 
Arizona forward in national 
education rankings. 

For the third year in a row, Team SOSAZ has kept lawmakers from gouging more holes in the education 
funding bucket, but the truth is, that’s not enough. To make up for two decades of systematic defunding 
and underfunding, we need to exponentially increase the water in the pail. This means continuing to 
do what we as a network do best: educating our friends, family, and neighbors about our classroom 
crisis and how to get involved. Forward this report and ask your friends to sign up so that we can 
continue building our statewide team of volunteers for the next legislative battle for Arizona children 
and communities in 2020. 

BUDGET BRIGHT SPOTS
• Delivered on the promise of a second installment of 20x2020, which provides an additional 5% 

raise for classroom teachers (totaling 15% to date, and subject to district allocation decisions)
• $136 million in District Additional Assistance, which can be used for basic essentials like textbooks, 

computers, building maintenance and bus repairs. This is a win because the final amount is 
DOUBLE what was promised in January 

• $20 million per year for three years toward schools’ choice of counselors, social workers or school 
resource officers, also more than double what was promised in January 

Legislature Wraps, Our Schools Still Need More

https://sosarizona.org/email-updates/


BUT THERE IS A LOT MORE TO DO
• While Arizona’s spending on education is growing faster than the national average, we’ve been 

too far behind for too long and this year’s re-investment doesn’t do much to make up the gap. 
Arizona still ranks 49th in the nation ($13,000 behind the national median) for median elementary 
teacher pay and 46th in the nation ($4,200 behind the national median) for per-pupil spending. 

• Despite the need for more funding for priorities like education, lawmakers continue to actively 
reduce state revenues. This year’s budget included a $680 million tax cut package designed to 
offset changes to the federal tax code from 2017, several large tax exemptions (including for 
fertilizer and solar batteries), and a $185 million phase-out of last year’s $32 vehicle registration 
fee. 

• Arizona’s many tax exemptions, deductions, allowances, exclusions and credits affect how much 
money the state has to spend on its priorities, including education. These carve-outs (known 
in state law as “tax expenditures”) easily dwarf the state budget: in FY 2018, tax expenditures 
totaled more than $14.7 billion, compared to a budget of $9.8 billion. 

While the 2020 budget is a step forward, long-term problems still exist and new financial challenges 
are on the horizon. Many of the provisions of the 2017 federal tax changes which will lead to increased 
state revenues expire after 2025. Proposition 123 also expires in 2025, at a cost of $251 million in annual 
funding. The need for a permanent, dedicated revenue stream for public education is greater now than 
ever. 

WHEN WE SAID NO NEW VOUCHERS, WE MEANT IT: 
All 6 attempts to expand access or lower oversight on ESA vouchers in Arizona died thanks to YOU. 

When we issued calls to action, you delivered. 
1. SB1320, moving the ESA voucher program to the Treasurer 
2. SB1395, expanding ESA vouchers to 3 new categories of students, expanding allowable goods, 

limiting oversight, outsourcing financial management to a 3rd party, and more  
3. SB1396, expanding ESA vouchers to any child whose family income is under 185% of the limit to 

qualify for federal reduced-price school lunch 
4. HB2022, outsourcing financial oversight of ESA vouchers to the treasurer’s office 
5. HB2474, expanding ESA vouchers to a new category of children, “student victims,” as a return to 

using incrementalist expansion of ESAs to work toward fully privatizing Arizona’s public schools 
for profit 

6. HB2758, designed specifically to address the recent issue of eight Navajo families in the Window 
Rock area being misled into using their ESA vouchers at an out-of-state private school, which is 
illegal. The bill started out as an expansion of ESA vouchers for all Native students across state 
lines, which would have made Arizona the first state in the nation to allow tax dollars to be used 
at out-of-state private, religious schools. After a public outcry, the Democratic representatives of 
Legislative District 7 worked with the Superintendent of Public Instruction, Republican leadership 
and Save Our Schools Arizona to create a solution that held families harmless for funds already 
spent and gave them one year to find a legal schooling option (either public or via the ESA 
program) without expanding ESA vouchers. 

The same out-of-state special interests who pushed ESA voucher expansion this session know that 
2020 may be their last chance to exert influence at this level. We expect they will double down on 
irresponsible and unnecessary ESA voucher expansion in 2020, yet again dismissing Arizona voters 
and the classroom crisis hurting families all across the state. We cannot let down our guard! 

WHAT ELSE HAPPENED? WE WON SOME...
• SB1485 ends the 20% annual automatic growth of corporate private school tax credits (STOs) by 

gradually decreasing the cap to 2% or inflation over the next 5 years, keeping $263 million in the 
state budget and available for public education. It was sent to the governor’s desk on May 24. 

• SCR1023 / HCR2005 would have doomed the citizen initiative process in Arizona, especially 
for grassroots groups like SOSAZ, by requiring ballot measures to collect signatures from a 
percentage of voters in each of Arizona’s 30 legislative districts: 10% for initiatives and 15% for a 
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constitutional amendment. This would have allowed a small minority (the most conservative or 
liberal area in the state) to veto measures with broad support. A nearly identical bill was proposed 
in 2017 but did not pass. ☠

• SB1149 would have permitted a district to refuse to admit a pupil who is currently suspended 
from, or in the process of being suspended from, another school. Kids of color, kids with special 
needs, and kids with emotional differences are already suspended at statistically much higher 
rates. Children with challenges have a right to public education and appropriate counseling, 
developmental and support services to help them succeed. ☠

• SB1451 passed without the provisions that would have required grouping petitions by circulator 
and given the Attorney General sole authority to write descriptions for ballot measures. Now, the 
bill only adds requirements for out-of-state and paid circulators. 

...AND WE LOST SOME
• SB1349 creates a new way to keep tax dollars out of the state’s general fund by encouraging 

Arizona families to spend their 529 savings on K-12 private school tuition and expenses. It has 
the potential to become another STO-like runaway train, growing into a multi-million dollar drain 
on the state budget; in some states, like Indiana, this same program costs the state more than 
$100 million per year. We opposed this bill, which passed on partisan lines and was signed by the 
governor on May 22. 

SOME GOOD IDEAS DIDN’T MAKE IT
• SB1230 would have established a grant program to help small districts cover the high cost of 

educating one or two high-need students.
• SB1270 would have dedicated $1 million in state lottery funds to the Office of Indian Education, 

which is tasked with meeting the educational and cultural needs of Native American students, and 
provided funding to hire at least 5 full-time employees. The office currently employs one person 
(using federal dollars) to support 22 Native American tribes and 55,572 Native American students. 
It has never had state funding. Arizona’s Native American schools and students are desperately 
under-resourced, with Native American students falling far behind the rest of the country in test 
scores, graduation rates and school resources. Teen suicide on the Navajo reservation is 4 times 
higher than the already high rate in Arizona overall. 

• HB2187 would have paid off the nearly $1 billion “rollover” debt the state owes to schools over a 
3-year period. For a decade Arizona has rolled over its final K-12 education payment to the next 
fiscal year, an accounting gimmick that delays the expense on paper so it doesn’t count toward 
the current year’s budget. The treasurer’s office says Arizona must pay off the rollover before a 
recession hits, or daily operations of all state government will be at risk. Paying this debt won’t 
increase what schools can spend, but it will make their cash management easier. Lawmakers 
included a $30 million paydown in the budget, eliminating the rollover for the smallest school 
districts, and deferred action on the remainder to future years.

• SB1080 / HB2563 and HCR2024 / SCR1011 were a step in the right direction toward creating 
desperately needed new revenue streams for Arizona’s public schools. This issue will definitely 
resurface in 2020! 

With the legislative session over, there are still many ways to advocate for public schools and tax 
dollar accountability. One of the best things you can do between now and January 2020 is spread 
the word about our SOSAZ Roadshow. A trained presenter will go to living rooms, community groups 
(Rotary, Kiwanis, etc.), book clubs, and even happy hours to give our eye-opening 30-minute overview 
of Arizona’s classroom crisis and what we can be doing to fix it. Sign up to request a presentation in 
your community TODAY! 

Visit
Save Our Schools Arizona

on Facebook
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