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Arizona Needs Federal Aid Now

The economic gravity of the shortfall cannot be stressed enough; without 
further federal aid to state and local governments, Arizona is projected to 
lose 95,200 private and public jobs by the end of 2021.

The COVID-19 pandemic and resulting recession are wreaking havoc 
on Arizona; the state is facing a massive revenue shortfall, which will 
significantly affect its budget and its ability to provide crucial services. 
Federal funding is needed to help Arizona, along with the local governments 
within it, in ensuring that health care, education, transportation, first 
responders, and other services continue uninterrupted.

• In May, Arizona had an unemployment rate of 8.9 percent, one of the highest rates ever 
recorded, with roughly 160,000 more state residents out of work compared to February.

• As of early July, approximately 740,000 Arizonans, representing 20.4 percent of 
the state’s February labor force, have filed unemployment insurance claims since the 
beginning of March. Some estimates are projecting a double-digit unemployment rate 
well into 2021.

The coronavirus pandemic has decimated Arizona’s economy:

Arizona’s tax revenues are plummeting — creating a severe funding crisis for schools, health 
care, and other critical services. 

$3 Billion Arizona Budget Shortfall
The Arizona state government has projected a budget shortfall of $1.4 billion in 

FY 2020, $758 million in FY 2021, and $805 million in FY 2022, representing declines of 12 
percent, 6 percent, and 7 percent, respectively.

95,200 Arizona Jobs Lost by 2022

• Allocate at least $915 billion in direct grants to states, localities, tribes, and territories;
• Provide at least $90 billion to the Education State Stabilization Fund to support both 

public schools and public colleges and universities.

It is likely that both the coronavirus pandemic and the recession it led to are far from over. 
To help ease the financial pressures that states and localities are currently facing, it is 
imperative that the federal government pass legislation to:

36,600 Education Jobs Lost

Contact Senators Kyrsten 
Sinema & Martha McSally 
to urge them to pass 
additional federal aid for 
Arizona.


